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4 Year Under Graduate Degree (Honours)
in
History

Course: Minor

Paper Title: History of Ancient India
(Indus Valley Civilization to 1206 A. D.)

Paper Code: HIS-MIN1

Objective: History of ancient India is a glorious one and placed a prestigious position in the world
history. There are many aspects of the ancient Indian history which are not highlighted properly to the
students and scholars. So, students will be benefited going through this paper.

Outcome: Students will enrich about the glorious ancient Indian culture and knowledge with going
through this paper.

UNIT - I: History of Indus Valley Civilization

Sources of Ancient Indian History- archaeological sources and literary sources.

Concept of Bharatvarsha - Physical characteristics

Harappan Civilization; Origin, Extent, dominant features, decline and its contribution on Indian
civilization.

UNIT-II: Vedic Period to the age of Mahajanapadas

The Vedic Period: Polity, Society, Economy, Religion and literature

The great epics -The Ramayana & the Mahabharata

Rise of the Mahajanpadas and the Causes of Magadha’s success

Jainism and Buddhism: Causes, Doctrines, Spread, Decline and Contributions.

UNIT-III: Rise and Fall of Mauryan Empire

Chandragupta Maurya’s expansion policy, Mauryan Administration,
Kautilya’s Arthasastra and Saptanga theory of state,

Ashoka and his Dhamma,

Mauryan art and Architecture and downfall of the Mauryan empire.

UNIT-1V: Post- Maurya period

Ages of Sungas: Pushyamitra Sunga, Haleodorus and Bhagbatism
The Satavahanas; GautamiputraSatakarni

The age of Kushanas: Aspects of Polity, religion and culture

The Sangam Age: Sangam Literature

UNIT-V: The rise of the Imperial Guptas
Imperial policy of Samudragupta and Chandragupta II
Gupta administration; Skandagupta- the saviour of India



c. Socio-economic condition of the Gupta period
d. Art and architecture; literature; science and technology.

UNIT-VI: Post-Gupta period

Harshavardhana and Sasanka

Chalukyas of Batapi and The Rastrakutas

Age of Matsyanyay and The Pala Empire and culture

Tripartite struggle among the Rasthakuatas, Palas and Pratiharas
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UNIT-VII: The Pallavas and The Cholas

a. Polity and art &architecture pf the Pallavas

b. Expansion policy of RajarajaChola I and Rajendra Chola I
Chola administration and art-architecture.

UNIT-VIII: Muslim Invasion

Arab invasion in Sind

Muslim conquest of Kashmir

Invasion of Mahmud and Mohammad Ghori
Invasion of Bakhtiyar Khilji in Bengal

e e oe

Selected readings:

1. Agarwal, D.P., The Archaeology of India, Select Book Services Syndicate, Delhi, 1984.
2. Agarwala, V.S., Indian Art, Vol-1, Prithivi Prakashan, Varanasi,1972.

3. All Chin, F.R., The Rise of Civilisation in Indian and Pakistan, Select Book Services
Syndicate, Delhi, 1983.

4. Basham, A. L., The Wonder That Was India Rupa, Mumbai, 1971.
5. Bhattacharya, N.N., Ancient Indian Rituals and Their Social Contents, Manohar, Delhi, 1996.
6. Chakraborty, D. K. The Archaeology of Ancient Indian Cities, OUP, Delhi, 1997.

....... The Oxford Companion to Indian Archaeology, New Delhi, 2006.

7.Chakraborty, Uma, The Social Dimensions of Early Buddhism, Munshiram Manoharlal,
Delhi, 1996.

8. Chattopadhyay, B.D., A Survey of Historical geography of Ancient India, Manisha,
Kolkata, 1984.

9. Chattopadhyay, B.D., The Making of Early medieval India, OUP, Delhi, 1994.
10. Eaton, Richard, The Rise of Islam and the Bengal Frontiers, OUP, Delhi, 1997.
11. Jha, D.N., Feudal Social Formation in Early India, Chanakya, Delhi, 1988.

12. Jha, D.N., Economy and Society in Early India: Issues and Paradigms, Chanakya,
Delhi, 1988.

13. Koshambi, D. D., An Introduction to the Study of Indian History, popular Prakashan,



Mumbai, 1975.

14. Majumdar, R.C., et. al., History and Culture of the Indian people, Vols-I, II &III,
Mumbai, 1974.

15. Raychoudhury, H.C., Political History of Ancient India (Rev. ed. with commentary by
B.N. Mukherjee, Delhi, 1996.

16. Sastri, K.A.N., ed, History of South India, OUP, Delhi, 1966.

17. Sharma, R.S., Aspects of Political Ideas and Institutions in Ancient India, Matilal
Banarasi das, Delhi, 1991.

18......... Indian Feudalism, Macmillan, Delhi, 1981.
19.......... Material Culture and Social Formations in Ancient India, Macmillan, Delhi, 1983
20........... Shudras in Ancient India, MatilalBanarasidas, Delhi, 1980.
21, India’s Ancient Past, OUP, New Delhi, 2007.
22 Looking for the Aryas, Orient Lomgman Publishers, Delhi, 1995.
23, Urban Decay in India CE 300-CE 1000, MunshiramManoharlal, Delhi,

1980.

24. Thapar, R., Ancient Indian Social History: Some Interpretations, Orient Lomgman
Publishers, delhi, 1984.

25 Early India From the Beginnings to 1300, London, 2002.
26, Recent Perspectives of Early Indian History, Popular Prakashan, Mumbai,
1995.

27. Nizami, K.A., and Habib, M., Comprehensive History of India, vol - V



COOCH BEHAR PANCHANAN BARMA
UNIVERSITY

w%—:-y, T PANCHANAN NAGAR, VIVEKANANDA STREET, COOCH BEHAR — 736101

~ UNIVERsITY

e o ao o

°o a0 os

FER Mo e o

Course: Minor

Paper Title: History of Medieval India
(1206 A. D. to 1757 A.D.)
Paper Code: HIS-MIN2

Objective:
A major change in the society, economy, culture and polity had been taken place during the medieval period in
India. During this period initially many Muslim invaders invaded India and carried on their plundering and
looting, thereafter since 1200 A.D Muslims established their rule in the major portion of India. Initially, clash and
confrontations were going on in the society of India, but while going on their rule in ling period and conversion
of the people of India into Islam from different religions and culture a cultural and social co-operation was built
up because the converted people could not leave their previous culture for which reasons this part of history has
been included in the syllabus.

Outcome: Students will gather knowledge about the important part of the history of medieval India.

UNIT-I: SOURCES OF SULTANATE HISTORY, POLITY AND ADMINISTRATION OF SLAVE
AND LODY DYNASTY

Sources of History of the Sultanate period
Foundation of Delhi Sultanate-Role of Iltutmish,
Raziya and her failure

Khalji Revolution

Expansion Policy of AlauddinKhalji

Reforms of AlauddinKhalji

Different schemes of Mohammad bin Tughlaq
Mongal Invasions and the Sultans

Tax system of the Sultanate.

UNIT-II: REGIONAL STATES: VIJAY NAGAR AND BENGAL
Foundation of Vijaynagar Empire: Four Dynasties

Role of Krishnadev Roy

Socio-economic and Cutural aspects of Vijaynagar empire
Importance of Hussain Shahi and IlliasShahi Rule in Bengal

UNIT III: RELIGION, LITERTURE AND ARCHITECTURE
Bhakti movement and its impact

Sufism and its different sect

Persian and regional literature

Architecture of the sultanate period

UNIT IV: SOURCES, POLITY AND ADMINISTRATION OF THE MUGHALS
Sources of Mughal Indian History

Foundation of the Mughal empire -battle of Panipath I and 11

Akbar’s Mansabdari System

Land Revenue system of Akbar

Deccan policy of Aurangzeb
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Peasant Revolt against the Mughals

Mughal Administration

Jaigirdari crisis

Party and politics in the Mughal court after Aurangzeb

UNIT V: RISE OF THE MARATHAS

Rise of the Marathas under Shivaji

Shivaji’s administration

Rise of the Marathas under the three great Peswa: Hindu-Pada-Padshahi

UNIT VI: RELIGION, LITERATURE, ART AND ARCHITECTURE
Rise of Sikhism;

Mughal -Sikh relation

Akbar’s Din-i-Ilahi and Sul-i-Kul

Mirabai

Aurangzeb religious policy

Growth of Sanskrit and Persian literature

Mughal painting and architecture

Selected readings:

Alam, Muzaffar & Subhramanyam, Sanjay (ed.)-The Mughal state.
Bashir, Ahmed- Akbar, the Mughal Emperor.

Bernier, F.- Travels in Mughal India.

Chandra, Satish- 1) A History of Medieval India (part II)

i1) Historiography, Religion and State in Medieval India
ii1) Parties and Politics at the Mughal Court1707-1740.

iv) The 18th century in India: Its economy and the Role of the
Marathas, the Jats and the Sikhs and the Afghans and
Supplement (K.P. Bagchi)

v)Mughal Religious Policies, the Rajputs and the Deccan.
5. Habib Irfan(ed.)-i) Medieval India
ii))The Agrarian System of Mughal India (1556-1707).

Mishra, Satish -Rise of Muslim Power in Gujrat (Part I)

Raychoudhuri T.K. & Habib I. (eds.)-The Cambridge Economic History of Indiavol.1
Richards J.F. —The Mughal Empire

Gordon S.-The Marathas1600-1818

0. Kulke, H.(ed.) The State in India 1000-1700.

Alavi, Seema (ed.)-The Eighteenth Century in India

2. Alam, Muzaffar&Subhramanyam, sanjay (ed.)-The Mughal state.
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1707- 1748.
14, Ali, M. Athar- i) The Mughal Nobility Under Aurangzeb,
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i1) Rulers, Townsmen & Bazaars, North India in the age of British Expansion
1770-1870.
18. Bayly, Susan-Caste, Society and Politics in India from the 18th century to the
modern age.
19. Chaudhuri, K.N.-Trade & Civilization: An Economic History from the Rise of Islam
to 1750.
20. Eaton, R.M.-i) The Rise of Islam and the Bengal Frontier1204-1760;
i1) The Sufis of Bijapur
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to18th centuries.
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3. Grewal J.S.-The Sikhs of the Punjab

24, Habib Irfan- Resistance & Moderization under Haider Ali &Tipu Sultan

25, Marshall P.J. i)-East Indian Fortunes: The British in Bengal in the 18thcent.
i1) Bengal the British Bridgehead

iii) (Edited)-The Eighteenth century in Indian history: Evolutionor
revolution

26. Nizami K.A .-i) Some Aspects of Religion and Politics in India in the 13th century,
2. (ed.) Politics and society during the early Medieval Period:
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