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Make a brief assessment of the literary achievement of the Mughal dynasty.
                  Literature thrives only under the condition of peace and prosperity and since these conditions were well provided under the benevolent rule of the Mughal Emperors, the literary activity, reaped a rich harvest during the span of the Mughal rule in India. Many literary works had been done as the best talent of both the Hindus and the Muslims worked in co-operation with each other and their efforts were patronized by the State. Grierson ,therefore, calls the 16th and 17th centuries as the “Augustan age of the Indian Literature” Dr. Iswari Prasad in this regard says that the Mughal period marks a new era in the literary history of India. Persian was, of course, the official language at the court but the state also patronized Hindi and Sanskrit. It obviously, gave a big impetus to the growth of literature in these languages but this period both due to individual initiative as well as the encouragement given to them by the provincial Subedars of the empire and other Rajput or Musims feudatories.
  Persian Literature:             
        Dr. Abdus Subhan says, “The Mughals ushered in a glorious epoch of literary traditions in Persian, a language that enjoyed the status of the Latin in central Asia”. Babur, the founder of the Mughal power in India, was himself a great scholar of various languages like Turki, Arabic and Persian and such, he obtained intellectual satisfaction in company of Ulemas.  His Tuzuk-i- Babari is one of the important source of Medieval Indian History.  It was, therefore, not surprising that his retinue included a number of Persian writers and poets, notable among whom were Farighi, Nadir Samarqandi, Atishi Qandahari and Tabir Khawandi. Sam Mirza, the author of Tuhfa-i- Sami, makes  particular mention of two other poets, Shaikh Zain-al- Din and Mulla Shihab.

Babur’s son and successor, Humayun was also a great patron of writers, poets, philosophers, famous among whom was Juha , the author of Tazkirat- ul-waqiat. In his reign Shaikh Amanullah Panipati, Maulana Jalali, Mir Waisi and Damiri Bilgrami. Qasim Khan Mauji wrote a Mathnavi, called Yusuf-u-Zulaikha which consist of 6000 verses. Ghyath al-Din Muhammad,  wrote general History of Humayun  ,Habib-al Siyar which is called Qanun-i- Humayuni. The Humayun Namah , compiled by Gulbadan Begum , sister of Humayun is an valuable account of the reign of Babur and Humayn. Bayazid Bayat’s Tadhkira-i- Humayun wa Akbar is a use ful history of the reign Humayun and the early years of Akbar. 
              The reign of Akbar, like its glory realms of life, was the golden age of literature. Abul Fazl writes that thousand of poets were always recipient of the royal patronage in his reign. It also reckoned that fifty of them produced their separate Diwans. Ghazali Mashbadi was the first poet-laureate of Akbar. His important works are Mirat-ul-Kainat, Naqsh-i-Badid and Israr-i- Muktab, Faizi, brother of Abul Fazl and son of Shaikh Mubarak, who succeeded Ghazali, was a versatile poet and writer. Ïn all that he wrote” remarks Dr. Ishwari Prasad, “there is enthralling charm. His style is chaste, pure and free from all kinds of vulgarism, and in all his works we find the noblest sentiments expressed in a most beautiful language”. The repute works of Faizi are Masnavi Nala-a-Daman, Markaz-i- Adwar and Sawati –ul-Ilham. Among other poet of renown, the manes of Naziri Nishapuri and Saiyyid Jamaluddin “Urfi”of Siraz are worth mentioning. According to Dr. Abdul Sabhan, Naziri “gave a new dimension to Persian poetry by his genius and incentive mind. His verses are deeply tinged with sophistic notions of mysterious significance and noted for introduction of new and strange words and phrases.”
             In prose writing, the contemporary style was writing on history and to translate the standard works in other languages. The well –known historical works are the Tarikh –i- Alfi of Mulla Daud, the Ain-i-Akbari and Akbarnamh of Abul Fazl, Muntakhab-ut –Tawarikh of Badauni and Akbarnamah of Faizi Shirhindi. The most renowned literary genius of the age was Abul Fazl, the confidant and Minister of Akbar. “He wrote with a facility and ease which has never been surpassed in the East…..his prose is vigorous, elegant and free from solecism and other defects”. ( A Short History of Muslim Rule in India,p. 539- Iswari Prasad) Among the various translations of Hindu books, were the 
Ramayana of Valmiki by Abdul Qadir Badauni, 
the Atharva Veda by Haji Ibrahi Sarhindi,
 Lilavati, a works on mathematics, by Faizi and 
the bulk of Mahabharata called Razmnamah by Naqib Khan.
              Jahangir who was himself a great scholar and wrote his memoirs known the Tuzuk-i-Jahangiri, continued to follow the tradition of his father and extend the royal patronage to learning. Among the reputed scholars at his court, the most well known were Itimad-ud-dualla, Naqib khan & Nimatullah. The great poets of the court were Talib Amuli, the poet laureate, Nishani ,Munir Lahuri and Naziri. The famous works of the reign are Iqbalnamah-i- Jahangiri, Zabd-ul- tawarikh and Masir-i- Jahangiri. 
             Shah Jahan also continued to treat the path of his ancestors in providing royal encouragement to men of letters. The famous writer of his age are 
Abdul Hamid Lahori of Padshahnamah
 Amin Qazwini of Padshanamah,
Inayet Khan  of Shahajannamah and 
Muhammad Salih of Amal Salih Shahajan
His eldest son Dara got the religious scriptures of the Hindus translated into Persian like the Upanishads, the Bhagwad Gita, and the Yoga Vaishista. Dara himself was also a great author and wrote many books. According to Dr. Srivastava, his most important original work was Majm-ul-Bahrain i.e. the Mingling of the Oceans in which he attempted to show that Hindustan and Islam were the two paths to one goal and could fuse into one. 
              Aurangzeb, the puritan, though opposed to poetry and writing of history was himself an erudite scholar of Muslim theology and jurisprudence. The Fatwa-i- Alamgiri was produced under the royal patronage. The books on history also continued to be written secretly. 
The Prominent works of the reign are
 the Muntakhab-ul-Lubab by Khafi Khan

 the Alamgirnamah by, Mirza Muhammad Qazim
the Masiri - Alamgiri  by Muhammad Saqi and 
Nuskha-dil-khusa  by Bhim Sen 

Aurangzeb’s daughter, Zbun-nisa wrote a beautiful book on poetry named Diwan-i- Makhfi. The Ruqqai-i- Alamgiri by the pen of the Emperor is a collection of his letters and is written in a simple and elegant style.
 Hindi Literature :              
    Before the accession of Akbar, Hindi did not get any official patronage. The most celebrated work of pre-Akbar days is the Padumavat written by Malik Muhammad Jayasi, perhaps written during the reign of Sher Shah. It describes the story of Padmini the Queen of Mewar in än allegorical setting”. The royal patronage given by Akbar to the Hindi opened a new era of growth and development in the history of the Hindi literature. Among the courtiers, Todar Mal, Bhagwan Das and Man Singh wrote verses in Hindi. Birbal won from the emperor the tile of Kavi Raya. Another minister of Akbar who wrote beautiful poetry in Hindi was Abdur Rahin khan-i-Khana whose verses are still admired . The other poets of the court whose names are worth mentioning were Karan and Nari Hari Shahai. Apart from the writings of the courtiers, Tulsi Das and Sur Das wrote profusely on the themes of religious during this period. Tulsi Das worshipped the Rama cult and wrote the celebrated Ram Charitmanas which has received lavish admiration from the majority of the latter generation of Hindus. Sur Das was the follower of Krishna cult and wrote Sura Sagar( a book on Lord Krishna’s early life and the charms of Krishna and his consort Radha). Other famous writers of the Krishna Cult were Nand Das, Vithalnath, Parmananda, Kumbhan Das and Ras khan a Muslim disciple of Vithalnath. Nand Das, the author of Ras-Panchadhyayi and Vithalnath that of Chaurasi Vaishnava Ki Varta. Among the poets who wrote on themes other than religious, Keshava Das is the most Prominent. His works are Kavi Priya, Rama Chandrika, Rasik Priya and Alankrit Manjari. 
                 Jahangir and Shah Jahan continued to accord patronage to the Hindi Literature and many writers like Sundar, Senapati, Bhushan and Matiram etc. produced their wonderful works. Sundar won the title of Maha Kaviraya during reign of Shaha Jahan .

Sundar wrote Sundar Shringar. 
Senapati wrote Kabitta Ratnakar. 
Bhushan produced the Shivaraj Bhushana, the Chhatrasaldashaka and Shivawali. 
Matiram excelled in writings of similes (images).
 Under the patronage of Mirza Raja Jai Singh of Amber, Beharilal wrote the Sat Sai, a collection of about seven hundred dohas and sorthas. The progress of Hindi Literature, however, began to decline during the reign of Aurangzeb and the era of great poets and prose writers in Hindi was closed.
  Sanskrit Literature:  
         Along with the growth of the Hindi Literature, Sanskrit also received an impetus under the Mughal patronage as most of the Hindi scholars also excelled themselves in Sanskrit. It is stated that Akbar felt an extraordinary delight in listening to the Sanskrit poetry and the first Persian-Sanskrit lexicon entitled Parsiprakska was brought out. Both Shaha Jahan and Jahangir continued to patronise the scholars of Sanskrit. The author of the Ras Gunadhar and Ganga Lahiri, Jagannath Pandit was the Sanskrit poet – laureate at the court of Shah Jahan. Kavindra Acharya Saraswati was another known poet of Sanskrit during the period. In 1643, Vedangacharya brought out the dictionaries of astronomical and astrological terms. Aurangzeb had no love for Sanskrit and as such, royal patronage to the scholars in Sanskrit was withdrawn but they continued to win respect and honour at the court of Hindu Princes.
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