Discuss in brief about the Hindi Language and literary works in the Mughal Period. 403-B/10

                  Literature thrives only under the condition of peace and prosperity and since these conditions were well provided under the benevolent rule of the Mughal Emperors, the literary activity, reaped a rich harvest during the span of the Mughal rule in India. Dr. Iswari Prasad in this regard says that the Mughal period marks a new era in the literary history of India. Persian was, of course, the official language at the court but the state also patronized Hindi and Sanskrit. It obviously, gave a big impetus to the growth of literature in these languages. Many literary works had been done in Indian Languages as the best talent of both the Hindus and the Muslims worked in co-operation with each other and their efforts were patronized by the State.

                    Before the accession of Akbar, Hindi did not get any official patronage. The most celebrated work of pre-Akbar days is the Padumavat written by Malik Muhammad Jayasi, perhaps written during the reign of Sher Shah. It describes the story of Padmini the Queen of Mewar in än allegorical setting”. The royal patronage given by Akbar to the Hindi opened a new era of growth and development in the history of the Hindi literature. Among the courtiers, Todar Mal, Bhagwan Das and Man Singh wrote verses in Hindi. Birbal won from the emperor the tile of Kavi Raya. Another minister of Akbar who wrote beautiful poetry in Hindi was Abdur Rahin khan-i-Khana whose verses are still admired. The other poets of the court whose names are worth mentioning were Karan and Nari Hari Shahai. Apart from the writings of the courtiers, Tulsi Das and Sur Das wrote profusely on the themes of religious during this period. Tulsi Das worshipped the Rama cult and wrote the celebrated Ramcharitmanas which has received lavish admiration from the majority of the latter generation of Hindus. Sur Das was the follower of Krishna cult and wrote Sura Sagar ( a book on Lord Krishna’s early life and the charms of Krishna and his consort Radha). Other famous writers of the Krishna Cult were Nand Das, Vithalnath, Parmananda, Kumbhan Das and Ras khan a Muslim disciple of Vithalnath. Nand Das, the author of Ras-Panchadhyayi and Vithalnath that of Chaurasi Vaishnava Ki Varta. Among the poets who wrote on themes other than religious, Keshava Das is the most Prominent. His works are Kavi Priya, Rama Chandrika, Rasik Priya and Alankrit Manjari. 

                 Jahangir and Shah Jahan continued to accord patronage to the Hindi Literature and many writers like Sundar, Senapati, Bhushan and Matiram etc. produced their wonderful works. 

Sundar won the title of Maha Kaviraya during reign of Shaha Jahan .

Sundar wrote Sundar Shringar. 

Senapati wrote Kabitta Ratnakar. 


Bhushan produced the Shivaraj Bhushana, the Chhatrasaldashaka and Shivawali. 

Matiram excelled in writings of similes (images).

Under the patronage of Mirza Raja Jai Singh of Amber, Beharilal wrote the Sat Sai, a collection of about seven hundred dohas and sorthas. The progress of Hindi Literature, however, began to decline during the reign of Aurangzeb and the era of great poets and prose writers in Hindi was closed.

            Along with the growth of the Hindi Literature, Sanskrit also received an impetus under the Mughal patronage as most of the Hindi scholars also excelled themselves in Sanskrit. It is stated that Akbar felt an extraordinary delight in listening to the Sanskrit poetry and the first Persian-Sanskrit lexicon entitled Parsiprakska was brought out. Both Shaha Jahan and Jahangir continued to patronise the scholars of Sanskrit. The author of the Ras Gunadhar and Ganga Lahiri, Jagannath Pandit was the Sanskrit poet –laurate at the court of Shah Jahan. Kavindra Acharya Saraswati was another known poet of Sanskrit during the period. In 1643, Vedangacharya brought out the dictionaries of astronomical and astrological terms. Aurangzeb had no love for Sanskrit and as such, royal patronage to the scholars in Sanskrit was withdrawn but they continued to win respect and honour at the court of Hindu Princes.
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